[The resistance of fasting and nutritional aspects of Triatoma lecticularia (Stal, 1859) (Hemiptera, Reduviidae, Triatominae)].
The resistance to fasting of Triatoma lecticularia was studied in all phases of the life cycle and the insect weighed in different nutritional situations (fed, not fed, death after starvation). The temperature and humidity levels were also recorded. The nymphal phases showed increasing resistance to fasting as demonstrated by the following averages (days) 1st 45.84; 2nd 61; 3rd 88.74; 4th 123.44; 5th 162.30. Upon the adult phase, the averages were similar to those of the 3rd stage for the male insects 88.94 and for the females 83.66. The weighing technique allowed for the measurement of the quantity of blood ingested, the weight loss during the fast and the percentage weight loss as related to the initial weight. The species is found in the Neartic region where it has been found infected with Trypanosoma cruzi and is associated with the terrestrial rodents Neotoma micropus Baird and Spermophilus variagatus (Erxelebem).